Pr obl em Based
Proects

Mesa Verde &the Anasazi

The fd lowng prg ect st ake the | earner above and beyond know edge and
conpr ehensi on. These | essons are based on the application, ana ysis,
synthesis and eval uation level s of B oom st axonony. Learners wil use
infornation fromtheir experience wth the Mesa Verde & the Anasazi

I earning node sof tware to respond to a probl embased | earni ng scenari o.
This requires a higher level of thinking, and should be inpl enented af ter
conpl etion of the study guide questions. It is uptotheinstructor to decide
how nany of these probl embased | earning scenarios student svidl
conplete. An eval uation checklist is provided wth each prgect, wich can
be used in a variety of ways. It can be used as a check sheet for the
stuwhkt inits aignd fom o theinstructor can add paint va ues into the
tade The folowng pages outline the learning oy ectives and det als of each

prgect.
Rogect # 1 Anasazi Autobi ogr aphy

The learner will devel op an autobi ographical report of what |ife woul d
have been like for an Anasazi nan, wonan or child.

Qe vay for alearner to showunderst andng a the godication levd is by
taking on the rd e of soneone they have | earned about. In this scenario,
student s pretend to be witers for a nuseumthat has a weal th of factual
infornation, but wart s witing fromthe point of viewadf an Anasazi person
for avdl dspgay. The instructor can nake deci sions about the length of the
report, point systemand whether out side resources are required. Prewiting
can be conpl eted using a concept - nappi ng sof tware programsuch as
Inspraion A plamning sheet and eval uation checklist are included in the
copyi ng nasters section.

Roect #2 Ghildren s Book: Mesa Verde Topogr aphy

The learner wll explain howthe present topography of the Mesa Verde
region was forned over tine.

Inths prgect, the learner t akes on the rol e of a fanous geol ogi st who has
been asked to author and illustrate a children s book expl a ning the geol ogy
of the Mesa Verde region. Because the book is intended for children, the
student nust explain conpl ex concept s using sinpl e | anguage. Qne way to
dothisistoprovide definitions inther om words for the vocabu ary vords.
They wil alsoinclude adossary a the end of the book. Treillwstraias far
the book can be hand-drawn, created in a drawng sof tware programor
downl caded fromthe Internet. A planning sheet and eval uation checklist are
included in the copyi ng nasters section.

Rroect #3: Bvol ution of Technol ogy

The learner wll explain the eval ution of technol ogy spanning the tine
o the Anasazi.

The Anasazi nade nany technol ogi cal devel opnent s dring their tine &
Mesa Varde Inthisprgect, the learner t akes on the rd e of an arched ogi st
to nake a present ation about the evol ution of technol ogy evi denced by the
Anasazi. To nake the report as factua as possibl e, student s wil use
prinary source nateria s fromthe Internet to support the infornation
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gathered fromthe Mesa Verde & the Anasazi |earning node. Phot ographs of
red Aesazi artifacts, inaddition to expanations of technd ogical advances,
wll be usedinthe crestion of a present ation using PowerRoint or any
avai | abl e present aion sof tvare. Instructions for a searchad e online
repository of prinary source naterials for student use, a planning sheet and
an eval uation checklist are included in the copying nasters section.

Student s nay a so i ndependent|y research the topic using the library or the
Inerre.

Project #4: Wiat Woul d They Learn From Us?

The learner wil conpose a witten formul ation of what future
archeol ogi sts woul d I earn fromremmants of present day society.

The atifact s fromthe Anasazi provide a great deal of infornation about how
these ancient pegde lived Inthis prgect, studet s will inagre thet fuure
arched ogists find renmant s of our society toexdanow cuture ad daily
life Wimgadgtad canera if availade students wll photograph ogect sin
our soci ety and provide an expl anation for what could be learned from
them If adgtal canerais not available, photographs or even nagazi ne
clippings could be used. Students nay insert dgta inages into a

Pover Poi nt present @ion, o paste pictures or nagazi ne clippings onto typed
docurnent s or a poster. A plaming sheet and eval uation checklist for the
present ation are incl uded in the copying nasters section.

Rgect #5. Anasazi Miseum Exhi bi t

The learner wll devel op a design proposal for submission of an
Anasazi exhibit into a nuseum

Inthis prgect, the studet t akes onthe rde of a historian, developing a
proposal for a nuseum They wil sdect rdevat atifact s and devel op an
overviewand an actual floor plan for an exnibit wng of a nuseum The fl oor
plan can be drawn on large paper or designed with conputer drawng tool s
ina word processing programor in a CAD CAMprogram Student svidl
include an explanation for each artifact that a person unfamliar wth the
hstay o the Anasazi could underst add A planning sheet and eval uati on
checklist are included in the copying nasters section.

Project #6: Overpopul ati on & Resource Depl etion

The learner wll eval uate the consequences of and nake
recommendat i ons for issues of overpopul ation and resource

depl etion.

There are nany hypot heses about the di sappearance of the Anasazi. Qe
possi bl e cause was overuse of natural resources, whiich has a lasting
nessage for our society. WMat can be | earned fromthe decisi ons nade by
the Anasazi so long ago, so history does not repeat it sdf? This project
enabl es the student stot ake on the ro e of an energy resource speci al i st
and research possi bl e sol utions for overpopul ati on and resource depl eti on
to develop a sd ution proposal . The instructor can deci de what types of
resources are required to support the proposal. A paning sheet, listing
severa websites, and an eval uation checklist are included in the copying
nasters section.
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